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COUNTRY PROFILE 
• POPULATION 

• AVERAGE INCOME 

• GDP GROWTH 

 2015 
Official Name  Federation of Malaysia The Kingdom of Thailand 

Capital Kuala Lumpur Bangkok 

Population 30.6 Million  67.9 million  

Land Area 330,252 km² 513,120 km² 

Language Bahasa Melayu 
(Official) & English 

Thai preferred, English 

Currency Ringgit Malaysia (RM) Baht (THB) 

GDP (2015) US$ 302.7 Billion  US$ 382.6 Billion  

GDP Growth 
Rate 

4.8%  2.8% 

GDP Per Capita US$ 26,912  US$ 5,878  

• DEMOGRAPHY 

• GDP GROWTH 

• DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

GDP by Sector (% share) 

Services  49.3 

Manufacturing  38.1 

Agriculture  8.3 

Construction & Mining  4.3 

Note: Services includes financial, educations, tourism, hotels & restaurants, 

wholesale & retail, transportation, storage and communication etc. 
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THAILAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Thai Super Cluster 
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THAILAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The 10 Future Industries 
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MARKET OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

NO PRODUCTS/SERVICES JUSTIFICATION CHALLENGES 

1. Food & Beverages  • Market size of US$30 billion 
• Leveraging on good local distributors, 

attractive pricing and packaging and adhere 
to local FDA process. 

• Strong Competition 
• Thai FDA approval.  

2. Halal related • Market value THB 10 billion  
• Thailand's Industry Ministry is set to 

increase the country's Halal food production 
and marketing standards to boost exports. 

• Thai FDA approval.  
• Thai have more registered Halal 

products. 
• Level of awareness 

3. Medical & Healthcare • Market for medical devices US$900 million. 
• Thailand offers world-class medical facilities.  
• Market size of medical devices expected to 

grow 40% in the next four years. 

• Local regulations – Cost & Time 
• Treatment cost & packages much 

more cheaper 

4. ICT • Growth rate 8.6 %  
• US$9.3 bil. (Thai domestic IT spending to 

reach by 2016) 
• 10.6% (ICT Industry & Investment growth)  

• Customized according to the Thai local 
content 

• Language 

5 Automotive and parts • Market Value US$ 90 billion  
• Growth rate 5% 
• 10% of Thailand’s GDP 

• Exercise tax based  CO2 emission 
• Difficult excess to Tier 1 
• Price war 

              Others :  Green Technology, Building Materials, Lifestyle - Gifts & Premium, Apparels, Jewelry etc., Transportation &  
                              Logistics,  High Value Exports – Oil & Gas, MRO etc. 
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TRADE BARRIERS 

Non Trade Barriers 

• Thai FDA 

• Border issues 

• Language 

 

Key Points in Doing Business 

in Thailand 

• Ownership & Quota 

• Power of Networking 

• Regulations for Investment 

• Market Branding & Media 

• Traditional participation in 

leading trade fair 

• Engaged and leverage with 

Chamber & Diaspora 
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