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MITI announces RM1.5 billion Greenfield Expansion in Malaysia 
by Micron Technology

YB Datuk Darell Leiking, Minister of International Trade and 
Industry (MITI) announced that Micron Technology, Inc. 
intends to increase its presence in Malaysia with a greenfield 
investment to build a Center of Excellence for Solid-state 
Drive (SSD) Assembly and Test on 29 November 2018. The 
new project, which includes producing 3D advance storage 
and memory packages, will raise the country’s profile as a 
preferred location for next generation storage and memory 
products.

“Micron’s expansion in Malaysia supports our strategy to 
build a scalable, agile and well-positioned global capacity 

model,” said Micron Technology’s Backend Operations Senior Vice President Gursharan Singh. “The 
new greenfield location in Penang for SSD manufacturing will enhance our NAND center of excellence in 
Southeast Asia, building on our existing presence in Malaysia and Singapore, while ensuring a continued 
focus on better servicing customers and attracting and retaining the highest-quality talent.”

Micron selected Malaysia because of its close vicinity to its Singapore NAND Center of Excellence, which 
also has a strong team to help accelerate and support the factory ramp up plans. After a preliminary 
screening of locations in Malaysia, the Micron leadership selected the city of Penang. 

“Micron’s facility in Penang will strengthen the local electrical and electronics (E&E) ecosystem as it 
will be integrating with best in class SSD manufacturing automation and Industry 4.0 manufacturing 
processes. Micron will undertake R&D activities and plans to collaborate with at least three to five local 
universities. This will contribute towards advancing the skill set of our talent in Malaysia by applying 
new technologies, industrial skills and professional know-how. Local companies will also be able to tap 
into opportunities to collaborate with Micron in the areas of robotics, automation, big data and artificial 
intelligence,” said YB MITI Minister.

Micron is expanding globally and Malaysia is its latest investment. Micron expects to break ground in the 
first half of 2019 with full production within two years. The company expects to grow in Penang with an 
initial hiring of 1,000 employees and a RM1.5 billion investment within five years.

Micron executives and leaders Mr. Manish Bhatia, Executive Vice President of Micron’s Global Operations, 
Mr. Gursharan Singh, Senior Vice President of Micron’s Global Backend Operations, and Mr. Amrinder 
Sidhu, Director Micron Legal, Singapore, today met with YB Datuk Darell Leiking, Minister of MITI and 
Dato Azman, CEO of the Malaysian Investment Development Authority (MIDA) at MITI Headquarters to 
discuss their growth plans.

In January to September 2018, MIDA approved 37 projects in the E&E industry worth RM10.6 billion. 
These are expected to create 9,420 job opportunities for the country. The top foreign investors were from 
The Netherlands, China, US, Japan, Taiwan, Republic of Korea, Germany, Switzerland, Luxembourg and 
Singapore.

Investment from Micron into Malaysia will contribute towards more industry-academia initiatives for 
research & development in the areas of science, technology, engineering and mathematics to spark a 
passion in the next generation of scientists and engineers. Such activities will encourage the development 
of manpower capability in Malaysia particularly in applying new technologies, industrial skills and 
professional know-how.

Ministry of International Trade and Industry
28 November 2018
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Deputy Minister Working Visit to Singapore, 28-30 November 2018

Y.B. Dr. Ong Kian Ming, Deputy Minister of 
International Trade and Industry undertook a 
Working Visit to Singapore from 28 to 30 November 
2018. The working visit is part of ongoing initiatives 
by MITI to strengthen trade and investment ties 
between Malaysia and Singapore.

Y.B. Deputy Minister meet with H.E. Chan Chun 
Sing, Minister of Trade and Industry Singapore and 
H.E. Chee Hong Tat, Singapore Senior Minister of 
State, to exchange views on the current economic 
landscape and business opportunities towards 
strengthening Malaysia-Singapore economic 
relations. 

During the Working Visit, Y.B. Deputy Minister also 
participated in the “Asia in the World Economy 

Roundtable” at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore. 
The Roundtable provides a platform for speakers to share their views on critical contemporary 
policy issues and economic developments in Asia. In addition, YB Deputy Minister meet with 
Singapore’s government agencies, business chambers and companies.

Singapore is Malaysia’s second largest trading partner globally, and the largest trade partner 
within ASEAN. Malaysia’s trade with Singapore in 2017 reached US$53.18 billion, representing 
12.9% of Malaysia’s total trade. Singapore is also Malaysia’s largest export destination, with 
US$31.6 billion, constituting 14.5% of total Malaysian exports in 2017.

On the investment front, Malaysia and Singapore invest substantially in each other; Malaysia 
received Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) from Singapore totalling RM120.89 billion or 19.4% of 
total FDI until the third quarter of 2018, making Singapore our largest source of FDI. At the same 
time, Malaysia invested a total of RM95.20 billion in Singapore, or 19.7% of total Malaysian 
Direct Investment Abroad (DIA). Most of Singapore’s FDI in Malaysia focused on manufacturing 
and services, while Malaysian DIA in Singapore focused mainly on services.

Ministry of International Trade and Industry
28 November 2018
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Business Tendency Statistics, Q4 2018
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M a l a y s i a  w a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  e x p o r t e r  o f  w h i t e  l a u a n , 
w h i t e  m e r a n t i ,  w h i t e  s e r a y a ,  y e l l o w  m e r a n t i  a n d 

a l a n ,  s a w n  o r  c h i p p e d  l e n g t h w i s e , *  i n  2 0 1 7

Notes : 
 - % Share in Malaysia’s export
 - *Refers to HS 440726

Source: http://www.trademap.org/Index.aspx

Malaysia
US$36.2m

89%

OMAN
US$0.8m

1.9%

HONG KONG
US$0.6m

1.6%

UAE
US$0.5m

1.3%

Norway
US$0.4m

1.0%

Malaysia’s 
Top Five Export

Destinations

49.2%
THAILAND

US$17.8m

16.6%
PHILIPPINES

US$6.0m

8.9%
JAPAN
US$3.2m

7.4%
PAKISTAN

US$2.7m

7.1%
CHINESE TAIPEI

US$2.6m
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Number and Value of Preferential Certificates of Origin (PCOs)

Note: *Provisional Data 
Source: Ministry of International Trade and Industry, Malaysia
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Generalised System of Preferences (GSP)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO

Note: The preference giving countries under the GSP scheme are Liechtenstein, the Russian 
           Federation, Japan, Switzerland, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Norway.
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ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA)
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ASEAN-China Free Trade Agreement (ACFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Agreement (AKFTA)
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ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership (AJCEP)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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ASEAN-India Free Trade Agreement (AIFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (AANZFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Number and Value of Preferential Certificates of Origin (PCOs)
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Malaysia-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement (MJEPA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership  Agreement 
(MPCEPA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (MNZFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-Chile Free Trade Agreement (MCFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-India Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement 
(MICECA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-Australia Free Trade Agreement (MAFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-Turkey Free Trade Agreement (MTFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO

Note: *Provisional Data 
Source: Ministry of International Trade and Industry, Malaysia
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Source : Bank Negara Malaysia

Malaysian Ringgit Exchange Rate with Selected Countries,
January 2017 - November 2018
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Commodity Prices

Sources:  Ministry of International Trade and Industry Malaysia, Malaysian Palm Oil Board, Malaysian Rubber Board, 
                Malaysian Cocoa Board, Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry Federation, and Bloomberg.

Notes: All figures have been rounded to the nearest decimal point
            * Refer to % change from the previous week’s price
            i  Average price in the year except otherwise indicated      

CRUDE PETROLEUM 
(BRENT) -per bbl-

       0.2%*
US$58.7

30 Nov 2018 

CRUDE PALM OIL 
-per MT-

     2.8%*
US$461.0

30 Nov 2018 

RUBBER SMR 20 -per MT-

       2.0%*
US$1,247.5

30 Nov 2018 

COCOA SMC 2 -per MT-

        1.0%*
   US$1,420.7

 30 Nov 2018 

COAL -per MT-

SUGAR -per lbs-

       3.0%*
US¢12.8

30 Nov 2018 

SCRAP IRON HMS -per MT-

     %*
US$380.0

(high)

30 Nov 2018 

      %*
US$350.0

(low)

 29 Dec 2017 : US$66.9

Highest
2017/2018

    5 Oct 2018 : US$84.2

30 Nov 2018 : US$58.7
 23 June 2017 : US$45.5 

Lowest
2017/2018

 20 Jan 2017 : US$843.0

Highest
2017/2018

 9 Mar 2018 : US$691.5

  23 Nov 2018  : US$448.5
 30 June 2017 : US$650.0 

Lowest
2017/2018

Average Price 2017 i : US$55.0 Average Price 2017 i : US$719.7

Average Price 2017 i : US$1,646.6 Average Price 2017 i : US$1,439.0 Average Price 2017 i : US¢15.8

Average Price 2017 i : US$314.5Average Price 2017 i : US$57.2

Domestic Prices
30 Nov 2018

Steel Bars
(per MT)

RM2,270– RM2,420         

Billets
(per MT)

RM2,150– RM2,250
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Commodity Price Trends

Sources:  Ministry of International Trade and Industry Malaysia, Malaysian Palm Oil Board, Malaysian Rubber Board, Malaysian Cocoa Board,  
 Malaysian Pepper Board, Bloomberg and Czarnikow Group, World Bank, World Gold Council, The Wall Street Journal.
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Commodity Price Trends
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Minister at the New Malaysia's Competitive Future with the 
American-Malaysian Chamber of Commerce

28 November 2018
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Deputy Minister Working Visit to Singapore 
29 November 2018
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Minister as the panelist of the 
Reimagining Southeash Asia  Forum, 2 December 2018
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Deputy Minister at eCommerce Day at MITI
3 December 2018
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Minister at MATRADE 25th Anniversary Gala Dinner
3 November 2018
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Last Session for
 MITI Pocket Talks 2018

No. Date Venue Topic

1 12-Dec MITI 
Sarawak

Introduction to 
FTA & Preferential 
Certificate of 
Origin (PCO)

Please click here to register

For more information, kindly click the following links:
http://www.miti.gov.my/miti/resources/Approve%20Permit/AP%20Announcement/Lampiran_GP_Classic_and_

Vintage_English.pdf

For more information, kindly click the following links:
http://www.miti.gov.my/index.php/pages/view/4761Vintage_English.pdf

PROGRAMME

Issuance of APEC Business Travel Card is temporarily suspended
Immigration Department of Malaysia has issued a notice that due to unavoidable circumstances, the 
issuance of APEC Business Travel Card is temporarily suspended and ABTC card will not be printed for 
approved applicants until further notice.

Kindly refer: 
http://www.imi.gov.my/index.php/en/resources-and-archives/announcement/1784-notice-of-apec-card-
production-suspended-time.html
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For more information and application, kindly click the following links:
http://www.miti.gov.my/index.php/pages/view/jawatankosong

For more information and application, kindly click the following links:
http://www.miti.gov.my/index.php/pages/view/3720

For more information, kindly click the following links:
https://www.youthexportday.com/
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For more information, kindly visit http://www.isi2019.org/
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MITI Weekly Bulletin (MWB) Mobile Apps
MITI MWB APPs is now available for IOS, Android and 
Windows platforms. MWB APPs can be download  from Gallery 
of Malaysian Government Mobile APPs (GAMMA)  at the 
link: http://gamma.malaysia.gov.my/#/appDetails/85

Dear Readers,

Kindly click the link below for any comments in this issue. MWB reserves the right to edit and republish 
letters as reprints. http://www.miti.gov.my/index.php/forms/form/13 
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