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APPROVED INVESTMENTS IN THE MANUFACTURING SECTOR
JANUARY- SEPTEMBER 2020 

Malaysia recorded RM65.3 billion worth of 
approved investments in the manufacturing 
sector for the first nine months of this year, 
an increase of 16.6 per cent compared with 
RM56 billion in the same period last year.

Compared with the corresponding period 
last year, domestic direct investment (DDI) in 
the manufacturing sector saw a leap of 45.5 
per cent to RM25.9 billion during this period 
while the value of approved foreign direct 
investments (FDI) increased by 3.2 per cent 
to RM39.4 billion. 

740 projects

51,172 new jobs

MAJOR SOURCES OF FDI

16.8 7.6 2.8 2.3 1.9 1.8 1.5

China Singapore Switzerland USA Netherlands Thailand Japan

RM
Bil

lio
n

MANUFACTURING PROJECTS APPROVED BY TOP FIVE MAJOR INDUSTRY

Machinery & Equipment Chemicals & Chemical 
Products

Electrical & ElectronicsPetroleum Products 
(Inc. Petrochemicals)

11 projects

DDI:RM12.7bil.
FDI:RM2.2bil.RM

Basic Metal Products

11 projects

DDI:RM0.3bil.
FDI:RM14.2bil.RM

63 projects

DDI:RM1.1bil.
FDI:RM4.7bil.RM

56 projects

DDI:RM0.6bil.
FDI:RM4.0bil.RM

102 projects

DDI:RM1.5bil.
FDI:RM6.2bil.RM

Source:https://www.mida.gov.my/home/facts-and-figures/posts/

Total
RM65.3
billion

The leading sources of FDI for the nine-month period were China, Singapore, Switzerland, the 
United States, the Netherlands, Thailand and Japan.
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Note:
Percentage refers to the change in Month-on-Month (MoM) 
Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia

MALAYSIA EXTERNAL TRADE INDICES, OCTOBER 2020
In October 2020, the import unit value index 
slipped from 112.6 points to 112.4 points, 
decreased 0.2% compared with the previous 
month. The deterioration was due to the 
decreases in the index of mineral fuels (-4.2%) 
and machinery & transport equipment (-0.2%). 

The export volume index also showed an increase 
of 2.2% from 151.3 points to 154.6 points which was 
contributed by the rise in the index of inedible crude 
materials (+11.6%), miscellaneous manufactured 
articles (+7.4%) and animal & vegetable oils & fats 
(+6.2%). 

In October 2020, the import unit value index 
slipped from 112.6 points to 112.4 points, 
decreased 0.2% compared with the previous 
month. The deterioration was due to the 
decreases in the index of mineral fuels (-4.2%) 
and machinery & transport equipment (-0.2%). 

The import volume index grew 3.2% to 139.4 points 
as against 135.2 points in September 2020. The 
growth was contributed by the increases in the index 
of mineral fuels (+37.9%), manufactured goods 
(+1.6%) and machinery & transport equipment 
(+0.5%). 

Terms of trade
Malaysia’s terms of trade showed a growth of 0.4% month-on-month from 98.1 points to 
98.5 points in October 2020. On a year-on-year basis, Malaysia’s terms of trade remained 
negative at 0.5% from 99.1 points
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Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia

PRODUCER PRICE INDEX MALAYSIA OCTOBER 2020
The Producer Price Index (PPI) local production decreased 3.6 per cent in October 2020 to 101.3 
as against 105.1 in the same month of the preceding year. The decrease in the overall index 
was driven by the index of Mining (-43.5%), Electricity & gas supply (-1.2%), and Manufacturing 
(-1.1%). In contrast, the index of Agriculture, forestry & fishing and Water supply increased 21.0 
per cent and 1.0 per cent respectively.

On a monthly basis, the PPI local production registered a marginal increase of 0.1 per cent in 
October 2020. The marginal increase was attributed by the incline in the index of Agriculture, 
forestry & fishing 1.1 per cent and Manufacturing 0.3 per cent. Meanwhile, the index of Mining 
and Electricity & gas supply slipped to negative 3.1 per cent and 0.4 per cent respectively. Water 
supply remained unchanged. 
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Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia

Statistics on Women Empowerment 
in Selected Domains, Malaysia 2020 
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Sources: https://www.trademap.org/index.aspx

UAE
US$

42.92m

TOP FIVE MALAYSIA'S EXPORT DESTINATIONS

2
INDIA
US$

22.77m

3
DJIBOUTI 

US$
22.30m

4

TURKEY
US$

21.61m

5

EGYPT
US$

18.21m

Notes:
 -*HS340120
 -% refer to share in world exports

In 2019, Malaysia’s export of soap in the form of flakes, granules, powder, paste or in 
aqueous solution recorded US$ 326.88 Million which was 18.7 % share of the world 
exports. 

1

2

3

4

5

MALAYSIA
US$ 326.88m | 18.7 %

INDONESIA
US$ 322.34m | 18.5 %

USA 
US$ 121.58m | 7.0%

THAILAND
US$ 80.03m | 4.6%

TURKEY
US$ 72.34m | 4.1%

1
2

4
3

5

1

WORLD LARGEST EXPORTER OF SOAP IN THE FORM OF FLAKES,
 GRANULES, POWDER, PASTE OR IN AQUEOUS SOLUTION
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ELECTRONICS AND AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS LIFT GLOBAL 
MERCHANDISE TRADE IN Q3, SERVICES LAG BEHIND
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Trade in manufactured goods was down 5% year-on-year in the quarter from July to September, 
much closer to pre-pandemic trade levels than the second quarter's 19% shortfall. Computers 
and electronic components saw double-digit trade growth, as did shipments of textiles, which 
were boosted by demand for face masks

Source: WTO estimates.

Sorce:https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/stat_04dec20_e.htm

Total merchandise trade 
— which includes fuel and 
agricultural products as well 
as manufactured products — 
in the period from January to 
September was down 11% 
year-on-year. 

Trade in services

Services trade remained depressed, 
down 17% year-on-year in September 
after registering declines of 23% in July 
and 22% in August compared to the 
same months in the previous year. These 
estimates are based on preliminary 
statistics of 39 economies representing 
more than two-thirds of global services 
trade. Figures for the third quarter, which 
will cover a larger pool of economies, are 
expected to be released in late January.
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Number and FOB Value of PCO as at 29 November 2020 
Weekly / Monthly/ Annually
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Source: Ministry of International Trade and Industry, Malaysia
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Sales Value

Regional FTA
Number and Value of Preferential Certificates of Origin (PCOs)
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Generalised System of Preferences (GSP)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO

Note: The preference giving countries under the GSP scheme are Liechtenstein, the Russian 
Federation, Japan, Switzerland, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Norway and Cambodia
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ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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ASEAN-China Free Trade Agreement (ACFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

13
 S

ep

20
 S

ep

27
 S

ep

4 
O

ct

11
 O

ct

18
 O

ct

25
 O

ct

1 
N

ov

8 
N

ov

15
 N

ov

22
 N

ov

29
 N

ov

N
o.

 o
f C

er
tif

ic
at

e 
of

 O
rig

in

RM
 m

il.

ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Agreement (AKFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership (AJCEP)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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ASEAN-India Free Trade Agreement (AIFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (AANZFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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ASEAN-Hong Kong, China Free Trade Agreement (AHKFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO

Note:   *Provisional Data
Source: Ministry of International Trade and Industry, Malaysia
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Bilateral FTA
Number and Value of Preferential Certificates of Origin (PCOs)

Note: *Provisional Data
Source: Ministry of International Trade and Industry, Malaysia
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Malaysia-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement (MJEPA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership  Agreement 
(MPCEPA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (MNZFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-Chile Free Trade Agreement (MCFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-India Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement 
(MICECA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-Australia Free Trade Agreement (MAFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysia-Turkey Free Trade Agreement (MTFTA)

Total FOB (RM mil.) Total CO
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Malaysian Ringgit Exchange Rate with Selected Countries,
January 2019 - November 2020

Source : Bank Negara Malaysia
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 %*
US$50.8

SUGAR -per lbs-

      2.6%*
US$14.4

       2.8%*
US$1,615.5

Commodity Prices

Sources: 	Ministry of International Trade and Industry Malaysia, Malaysian Palm Oil Board, Malaysian Rubber Board, 
                Malaysian Cocoa Board, Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry Federation, and Bloomberg.

Notes: All figures have been rounded to the nearest decimal point
            * Refer to % change from the previous week’s price
            i  Average price in the year except otherwise indicated      

      %*
US$330.0

(low)

    %*
US$360.0

(high)
04 Dec 2020

        7.3%*
   US$1,513.3

RUBBER SMR 20 -per MT- COCOA SMC 2 -per MT-

COAL -per MT- SCRAP IRON HMS -per MT-

Average Price 2019 i : US$1,414.6 Average Price 2019 i : US$1,592.4 Average Price 2019 i : US¢12.4

Average Price 2019 i : US$316.9 (high)
Average Price 2019 i : US$291.6(low)Average Price 2019 i : US$56.5

Domestic Prices
04 Dec 2020

Steel Bars
(per MT)

RM2,100 – RM2,200     

Billets
(per MT)

RM1,980- RM2,020

04 Dec 2020 04 Dec 2020 04 Dec 2020

04 Dec 2020

      2.2%*
US$49.3

CRUDE PETROLEUM 
(BRENT) -per bbl-

04 Dec 2020

CRUDE PALM OIL 
-per MT-

      5.0%*
US$886.1

04 Dec 2020

 17 May 2019 : US$72.2

Highest
2019/2020

03 Jan 2020 : US$68.6

24 Apr 2020 : US$21.4
 09 Aug 2019 : US$54.5

Lowest
2019/2020

 27 Dec 2019 : US$794.5

Highest
2019/2020

04 Dec 2020 : US$886.1

8 May 2020 : US$473.0
 26 Jul 2019  : US$488.5

Lowest
2019/2020

Average Price 2019 i : US$64.2 Average Price 2019 i : US$557.1
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Commodity Price Trends

Sources: 	Ministry of International Trade and Industry Malaysia, Malaysian Palm Oil Board, Malaysian Rubber Board, Malaysian Cocoa Board, 	
	 Malaysian Pepper Board, Bloomberg and Czarnikow Group, World Bank, World Gold Council, The Wall Street Journal.
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Sources: 	Ministry of International Trade and Industry Malaysia, , Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry Federation, Bloomberg and Czarnikow Group, 
	 World Bank, World Gold Council, The Wall Street Journal.
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For more information, kindly click the following links:
https://www.miti.gov.my/index.php/pages/view/industry4WRD?mid=559#tab_547_2202
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For more information, kindly click the following links:
https://www.miti.gov.my/index.php/pages/view/industry4WRD
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We are doing things differently in today's world. MITI, through our agency, 
MATRADE HQ, is organising a virtual exhibition, the first-of-its-kind in 
Malaysia, called #MyAPEC2020 Exhibition, in conjunction with Malaysia 
hosting the @APEC 2020. The virtual exhibition, scheduled for Sept 1 
to Dec 31, will showcase products and services from Malaysia and other 
APEC - Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation member economies. The 
virtual exhibition is a great platform for APEC economies to expand their 
outreach and can be accessed through myapec2020.matrade.gov.my or 
the APEC portal and Matrade website.
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For more information, kindly click the following links:
https://www.myapec2020.my/en/

For more information, please contact :

Bagi sebarang pertanyaan berkaitan MITI seperti operasi sektor ekonomi atau amalan BDR/WFH sila 
hubungi talian hotline MITI seperti di atas.

03-6200 0468 / 69 / 57 allaki@miti.gov.my
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For more information, kindly click the following links:
https://bit.ly/2RUyG8l

For more information, kindly click the following links: https://bit.ly/2ZhxmRp

For submission, kindly click https://notification.miti.gov.my/login
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For more information, kindly click the following links:
http://www.mycensus.gov.my
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Dear Readers,

Kindly click the link below for any comments in this issue. MWB reserves the 
right to edit and republish letters as reprints. 
http://www.miti.gov.my/index.php/forms/form/13 

MITI Weekly Bulletin (MWB) Mobile Apps
MITI MWB APPs is 
now available for IOS, 
Android and Windows 
platforms. 

MWB APPs can be downloaded  from Gallery of 
Malaysian Government Mobile APPs (GAMMA)  at 
the link: http://gamma.malaysia.gov.my/#/appDetails/85


