
 

 

 

MALAYSIA SAFEGUARDS NATIONAL INTERESTS FOLLOWING U.S. COURT DECISION 

 

 
 

Malaysia takes note of the decision delivered on 20 February 2026 by the Supreme Court of the 

United States. 

 

We have signed the Agreement on Reciprocal Trade but have not ratiϐied it and the Government 

is carefully assessing recent legal and policy developments in the United States.  

 

Nevertheless based on statements previously released by the United States, we recognise that the 

United States retains other legal mechanisms to impose trade measures, including unilateral 

tariffs, should it choose to do so. We also note the recent announcement by President Donald 

Trump of a temporary 10% tariff measure, and we are studying its scope and implications. At this 

stage, we are awaiting further clarity on how these measures will be implemented and whether 

additional adjustments will follow. 

 

The United States remains one of the world’s largest economies, with a GDP of approximately USD 

31 trillion. In 2025, total trade between Malaysia and the United States reached approximately 

RM367 billion, in which total exports to the United States was RM233 billion. The United States is 

therefore an important and longstanding trading partner for Malaysia. 

 

Malaysia’s position is clear and consistent. We will remain committed to an open and rules based 

trade, to maintain a stable and predictable business environment, and to safeguard the interests 
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of Malaysian exporters, international investors, businesses operating in Malaysia, and workers 

across our economy. 

 

At the same time, Malaysia will continue to diversify its trade relationships and strengthen 

regional and multilateral economic cooperation to ensure resilience in an evolving global trade  

environment. We will act in Malaysia’s best interests while preserving strong bilateral relations 

with the United States. 

 

 

Datuk Seri Johari Abdul Ghani 

Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry 

21 February 2026  

 
 
About MITI:  

 

MITI is the key driver in making Malaysia the preferred destination for quality investments and 

enhancing the nation's rising status as a globally competitive trading nation.Its objectives and 

roles are oriented towards ensuring Malaysia’s rapid economic developmentand achieving the 

country's goal of becoming a developed nation. 


