ASEAN COMMUNITY

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was established in 1967 with 5 Member States,
namely Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. Subsequently, 5 other countries
joined the Association starting with Brunei Darussalam on 7 January 1984, Viet Nam (28 July 1995),
Lao PDR and Myanmar (23 July 1997) and Cambodia (30 April 1999). The membership now includes
Brunei, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and
Viet Nam.

Today, the 10 nations grouping have evolved into a strong regional grouping, with its own Motto,
Charter, Flag, Logo, Emblem and Anthem. ASEAN Day is celebrated on 8" of August each year.

ASEAN became a legal entity with the adoption and entry into force of the ASEAN Charter on 15
December 2008. The ASEAN Charter serves as a firm foundation in achieving the ASEAN Community
by providing legal status and institutional framework for ASEAN. It also codifies ASEAN norms, rules
and values; sets clear targets for ASEAN; and presents accountability and compliance. In effect, the
ASEAN Charter has become a legally binding agreement among the 10 ASEAN Member States. The
ASEAN Charter is as attached.

Landmark Documents

1967 ASEAN Declaration

1971 Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality Declaration

1976 Declaration of ASEAN Concord
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation Southeast Asia

1992 Agreement on the Common Effective Preferential Tariff Scheme for the ASEAN Free
Trade Area

1995 Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone

1997 ASEAN Vision 2020

2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea

2003 Declaration of ASEAN Concord Il

2007 Charter of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations

2009 Cha-Am Hua Hin Declaration on the Roadmap for the ASEAN Community (2009-2015)

Since its inception, the goal of ASEAN has been to bring about peace, stability and shared prosperity
to the region. The leaders of the 10 nations hold annual summit meetings. The ASEAN Vision 2020,
adopted by the ASEAN Leaders on the 30th Anniversary of ASEAN, agreed on a shared vision of ASEAN
as a concert of Southeast Asian nations, outward looking, living in peace, stability and prosperity,
bonded together in partnership in dynamic development and in a community of caring societies.

The ASEAN Secretariat is located in Jakarta Indonesia. The Secretary General of ASEAN is selected
from Member States on a rotational basis for a period of 5 years. The current Secretary General of
ASEAN is Mr. Le Luong Minh of Viet Nam (2012-2016). To assist the Secretary General there are 4
Deputy Secretaries General.



The 9th ASEAN Summit in 2003 resolved that an ASEAN Community shall be established. At the 12th
ASEAN Summit in January 2007, the Leaders affirmed their strong commitment to accelerate the
establishment of an ASEAN Community by 2015 and signed the Cebu Declaration on the Acceleration
of the Establishment of an ASEAN Community by 2015. The ASEAN Community is comprised of three
pillars, namely the:

ASEAN Political-Security Community,
ASEAN Economic Community; and
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community.

Each pillar has its own Blueprint, and, together with the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAl) Strategic
Framework and IAl Work Plan Phase Il (2009-2015), they form the Roadmaps for and ASEAN
Community 2009-2015.

ASEAN has established relations with countries outside the Southeast Asian region to cooperate on
various matters of mutual interest. ASEAN currently has 10 dialogue partners, namely:

Australia;

Canada;

China;

European Union;

India;

Japan;

Republic of Korea;

New Zealand;

Russia; and

United States of America.

ASEAN also has one sectoral partner, namely Pakistan.

ASEAN also cooperates with other regional/international organisations. Since 2007, ASEAN has been
an official observer at the United Nations. In addition, most of ASEAN Member States are also
participate actively in the Asia-Pacific Economic Forum, the Asia-Europe Meeting and the East Asia-
Latin America Forum.


http://www.aseansec.org/asean-political-security-community/
http://www.aseansec.org/asean-economic-community/
http://www.aseansec.org/asean-socio-cultural-community/
http://www.aseansec.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/22325.pdf
http://www.aseansec.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/22325.pdf
http://www.aseansec.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/RoadmapASEANCommunity-2.pdf
http://www.aseansec.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/RoadmapASEANCommunity-2.pdf

