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Sector or Sub-Sector Limitations on Market Access Limitations on National 
Treatment 

Additional 
Commitments 

I. HORIZONTAL SECTION 

 

ALL SECTORS INCLUDED IN 
THIS SCHEDULE UNLESS 
OTHERWISE INDICATED 

3) Acquisition, Mergers and 
Take-overs 

 

The acquisition of assets or 
interests of Malaysian 
companies and businesses, 
mergers or take-overs 
requires approval and apply 
to the following: 

 

(a) the acquisition of the 
voting rights of a 
Malaysian corporation 
by any single foreign 
interest or associated 
group of 15 per cent or 
more, or an aggregate 
foreign interest of 30 
per cent or more or 
exceeding RM10 million 
in value; 

 

(b) any proposed 
acquisition of any 
assets or interests by 
any means which will 

3) Land, Property and Real 
Estate 

 

Approval may be denied if 
the acquisition, disposal or 
dealing of land or any 
interest in land, property and 
real estate is undertaken for 
speculative or non-
productive purpose or for 
purposes, which may conflict 
with the interest of the State. 

 

Incentives/Preferences 

 

Incentives are limited to 
eligible Malaysian-owned 
corporations engaged in 
service sectors promoted by 
the Government. Any 
measure and special 
preference granted to 
Bumiputera, Bumiputera 
status companies, trust 
companies and institutions 
set up to meet the objective 
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result in ownership or 
control passing to 
foreign interest; and 

 

(c) control of Malaysian 
corporations through 
any form of joint-
venture agreement, 
management 
agreement, technical 
assistance agreement 
or other arrangements. 

 

Approval is normally granted. 
However, it may be denied in 
circumstances where the 
proposed investment conflicts 
with the interest of the State. 

 

of the New Economic Policy 
(NEP) and the National 
Development Policy (NDP) 
shall be unbound. 

 

Corporations in which the 
Government has an interest 
shall, in acquiring services, 
give first consideration to 
service suppliers in which 
the Government has an 
interest. This requirement 
does not prevent the 
acquisition of services from 
other service suppliers 
where their services are 
competitive in terms of price, 
quality and delivery. 
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II. SECTOR SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS
1
 

 

1. BUSINESS SERVICES 

A. Professional Services 

Legal Services (CPC 8619) 

 

Covers advisory and 
consultancy services relating 
only to home country laws, 
international law and offshore 
corporation laws of Malaysia. 

 

1) None. 
 

2) None. 
 

3) Only through a corporation 
incorporated in the Federal 
Territory of Labuan. 

 
Legal services shall only be 
supplied to offshore 
corporations established in the 
Federal Territory of Labuan.  

 

 

1) None. 
 

2) None. 
 

3) None. 

 

Accounting, auditing and 
bookkeeping services (CPC 862) 

1) None. 
 

2) None. 
 

3) None. 

 

1) None. 
 

2) None. 
 

3) None. 

 

                                                           
1
 An asterisk against a CPC code number indicates that the corresponding service subsector in this schedule covers only a part or parts of the service subsector classified under the 

CPC concordance. 
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Taxation Services  

(CPC 863/8630) 

1) None. 

 

2) None. 

 

3) Only through a locally 
registered partnership or 
private limited company with 
Malaysian authorised tax 
agents/firms and aggregate 
foreign interests in the 
partnership shall not exceed 
51 per cent.  

 

1) None. 

 

2) None. 

 

3) None. 

 

Architectural services  

(CPC 8671) 

1) None. 

 

 

 

2) None. 

 
3)  

(a) Architectural services 

may be supplied only by 
natural person; and  

 

1) Architectural services must be 
authenticated by a licensed 
architect in Malaysia. 

 

2) None. 

 

3)  

(a) None 
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(b) For multi-disciplinary 
practices (Architecture, 
Engineering, and/or 
Quantity Surveying), 
foreign equity up to a 
maximum of 30 per cent 
for joint ventures by 
professionals who are 
registered in the country of 
origin. Foreign Directorship 
is not allowed. 

(b) Unbound. 

Engineering services  

(CPC 8672) 

 

Covers CPC 86721-86729 

1) None. 

 

 

 

2) None. 

 

3) For multi-disciplinary practices 
(Architecture, Engineering, 
and/or Quantity Surveying), 
foreign equity up to a 
maximum of 30 per cent for 
joint ventures by professionals 
who are registered in the 
country of origin. Foreign 
Directorship is not allowed.  

1) Engineering services must be 
authenticated by a registered 
professional Engineer in 
Malaysia. 

 

2) None. 

 

3) None. 
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Integrated engineering services 
(CPC 8673) 

 

Covers CPC 86731, 86732, 
86733, 86739. 

1) None. 

 

 

 

2) None. 

 

 

 

3) Only through a representative 
office, regional office or locally 
incorporated with Malaysian 
individuals or Malaysian-
controlled corporations or both 
for the purpose of services 
contract awarded in Malaysia. 

 

The aggregate foreign 
shareholding in the joint-
venture corporation shall not 
exceed 30 per cent.  

 

Establishment of such joint-
venture corporation is only for 
duration necessary to 
complete the services contract. 

1) Integrated engineering 
services must be authenticated 
by the relevant registered 
professionals in Malaysia. 

 

2) Integrated engineering 
services must be authenticated 
by the relevant registered 
professionals in Malaysia. 

 

3) None. 
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Urban planning services  

(CPC 86741) 

 

Covers development services 
programmes, regarding land 
use, site selection, control and 
utilisation, road systems and 
servicing of land with a view to 
creating and maintaining 
systematic, coordinated urban 
planning. 

 

1) None. 

 

2) None. 

 

3) Only through a locally 
incorporated joint organisation 
with Malaysian registered town 
planners. The aggregate 
foreign equity shall not exceed 
30 per cent and to register with 
the Board of Town Planners 
Malaysia. 

 

Establishment of such joint-
venture corporation is only for 
duration necessary to 
complete the services contract. 

 

1) None. 

 

2) None. 

 

3) Unbound. 

 

 

Landscaping services  

(CPC 86742*) 

  

Covers the provision of advisory, 
planning and designing services 
for the aesthetic landscaping of 
golf courses and theme parks. 

1) None. 

 

2) None. 

 

3) Only through a locally 
incorporated joint-venture 
corporation with Malaysian 
individuals or Malaysian 

1) None. 

 

2) None. 

 

3) None. 
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controlled corporations or both 
and the aggregate foreign 
shareholding in the joint 
venture shall not exceed 30 
per cent. 

 

Medical specialty services  

(CPC 93122)  

 

Covers forensic medicine, 
nuclear medicine, geriatrics, 
micro vascular surgery, 
neurosurgery, cardiothoracic  
surgery, plastic surgery, clinical 
immunology and oncology, 
traumatology, anaesthesiology, 
intensive care specialist, child 
psychiatry and physical 
medicine. 

 

1) None. 

 

2) None. 

3) Medical specialty services may 
be supplied only by a natural 
person. 

 

1) None. 

 

2) None. 

3) None. 

 

 

Veterinary services (CPC 932) 

 

Services delivered to equine 
animals in equestrians or turf 
clubs. 

1) None. 

 

 

2) None. 
 

3) Only through a locally 
incorporated joint-venture with 

1) Unbound due to lack of 
technical feasibility. 

 

2) None. 

 

3) Unbound. 

 


